Mitochondrial myopathy presenting as ataxia with dilated cardiomyopathy.
Mitochondrial disorders are multisystem diseases with very heterogeneous clinical manifestations. Common cardiac features include cardiomyopathy and conduction defects. We report a five-year-old boy who presented with signs of congestive cardiac failure and was diagnosed to have dilated cardiomyopathy. Six months later, he developed progressively worsening ataxia, hypotonia, other cerebellar signs, hearing loss, severe sensory peripheral neuropathy and lactic acidosis. Electronmicroscopy of skeletal muscle biopsy was consistent with mitochondrial myopathy.